[Therapy-refractory fulminant meningococcal sepsis].
Two cases of the severe form of meningococcal infection are described. A 17-year-old girl and a (unrelated) 2-year-old boy suddenly developed fever and rigor. Several hours later petechiae of the skin were noted: they rapidly spread. On admission the girl was found to have a severe consumptive coagulopathy (prothrombin 24%, partial thromboplastin time 104 sec, fibrinogen 73 mg/dl, platelets 35,000/microliters). She died two-and-a-half hours after admission of treatment-resistant shock. The boy had at first only a low prothrombin value (39%), but later the other coagulation values also became abnormal. He died 16 hours after admission from the consumptive coagulopathy and profound anaemia (haemoglobin 7.4 g/dl, haematocrit 0.23). Neither patient had any clinical signs of meningitis. Isolation of Neisseria meningitidis from blood cultures confirmed the diagnosis.